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“But those who wait upon God get fresh strength. 
They renew their wings and soar like eagles... (Isa. 40:31)”1 

 
Dear Disciples, 
 
Many Disciples congregations are putting God’s mission first in wonderful ways. You are 
“being and sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ”2 for all to see.  
 

 First Christian Church, Eugene, OR, leads the community in building mini-houses for 
homeless people. 

 Light of the World Christian Church, Indianapolis, hosts a Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Weekend lock-in for hundreds of community teens. 

 Highland Christian Church, Bella Vista, AR, works with the community to help homeless 
vets find housing, clothes, and other necessities to leave the street. 

 First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), New Martinsville, WV, hosts mental health 
support groups for people with depression and for full-time care givers of loved ones. 

 
These and many other congregations know the joy of engaging in God’s mission. As in the 
parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30), they use what God has given them, and lives are 
changed. Sometimes, though, it is hard to know how to focus our “talents” to make a 
difference for Christ. 
 
Imagine if we could resource each other in identifying our common focus in mission. 
Imagine the impact we could have on our communities and world by giving expression to 
that mission together. Such imaginings have led to Mission First! – a proposed initiative to 
inspire and support those who would join in God’s mission for wholeness.  
 
Mission First! is a still-evolving set of ideas. It grows out of conversations in 
congregations, regions and general ministries. It is being shaped by a task force called for 
by the General Board to help us “listen for the voice of God” in finding our mission focus for 
this time. (See 2014 Communique: News from the General Board.)3 
 
The vision of Mission First! is that it will invite all Disciples to participate in Mission 
Gatherings to listen to each other about what God is doing already in our midst. It will  
  

                                                           
1 The Message. Eugene Peterson. NavPress. © 2002. Isaiah 40:31 
2 The Disciples Mission: To be and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ from our doorsteps to the ends of the earth. 
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provide a process, through a Mission Council, to harvest information from the Gatherings 
and identify key mission directions across the life of the Church – the next broad themes 
beyond 20/20 Vision.  
 
The 20/20 Vision has been a good foundation for mission as we entered the 21st century. 
The four priorities related to new churches, transforming churches, leadership development 
and pro-reconciliation/anti-racism will continue to shape our ministry and witness as 
Church.  As the year 2020 nears, it is time to listen for God’s continuing call through our 
shared life – to ask: Where is God calling Disciples next in mission? The Mission First! 
process is a way to help us find answers together. 
 
As the April General Board meeting and the July General Assembly draw nearer, you will 
be hearing more about Mission First! proposals. I invite you to stay up-to-date through the 
Disciples News Service weekly electronic newsletter. (You can sign up under Disciples 
News Service on disciples.org.)  
 
As these ideas take shape, my recommendation is that we try them out provisionally in 
2016-2017. Based on that experience, we can then consider making the most helpful 
changes permanent at the 2017 General Assembly.   
 
I am excited about moving to put Mission First! among Disciples. We already make a 
difference for Christ. We can do still more. The prospect of all our expressions of the 
Church joining together in God’s mission of wholeness makes my heart SOAR! 
 
Blessings in this New Year. I look forward to seeing you in Columbus for the 2015 General 
Assembly!  
 
With great joy, 

 
Sharon E. Watkins  
General Minister and President 
 

 
 
 


