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     As we enter the season of spring – a 
time of rebirth and new things – the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 
the Southwest has also entered a new 
season.  As we journey together into 
this season, I want to encourage all of 
us to enter into a time of prayer: for 
wisdom, for courage, for energy as we 
continue to live into this “new day” 
which we first began to explore several 
years ago.  

     Some may suggest that nothing has 
happened in our Regional life since we 
first began talking about New Day, New 
Direction. Quite the contrary! Consider 
the development of Mission West, a 
new type of organization within the 
Region.  Meanwhile, other Areas share 
Area Minister leadership, and still other 
Areas collaborate around specific 
ministries and programming.  Leaders 
on our Regional Council, as well as 

 those in each of our Areas, continue to 
discern and discuss how we can live out 
our mission as part of the Body of 
Christ in the Southwest Region. 

     As a concrete example of this 
process, a Regional Development Task 

Force met at First Christian Church in 
Irving on March 17. Our guest expert for 
this session was Rev. Dr. Todd Adams, 
Associate General Minister and Vice-
President of the Christian Church 
(Disciple of Christ).  A representative 
from each Area was present, as well as 
members of the Regional Finance 
Committee. Todd worked with the Task 
Force on a development plan for the 
Region which would encourage giving 
to Disciples Mission Fund and increase 
participation in the Special Day 
Christmas Offering (100% of which is 
returned to the Region). In addition, 
helpful information was shared 
concerning the development of a 
Regional Annual Fund. Tasks were 
assigned, and hopefully some results of 
this meeting should be seen in the near 
future.  

     As I continue in the role of Acting 
Regional Minister and President on a 
part-time basis for the remainder of 
this calendar year, rest assured that the 
Region is not standing still!  We are 
researching, discovering, talking, 
planning, and praying to chart our way 
forward. Our leadership understands 
that time is of the essence, and that 
communication during this transitional 
period is critical. If you have a question 
or concern about what is “going on” in 
CCSW, do not hesitate to contact me at 
cloughridge@ccsw.org or 903-312-
3701. Regional Moderator Chad Cline is 
also available to meet with groups or 
individuals. Chad can be reached 

through Bonnie Schuler, our Regional 
Office Manager, at ccsw@ccsw.org, or 
817-926-4687. 

     Thank you for your prayerful support 
during this exciting, 
challenging, and 
hopeful time... it is 
spring, after all, the 
time of new 
beginnings!  

 

 

CCSW Area Assemblies 
 

Bluebonnet Area May 2-3 

Central Area May 3 

Coastal Plains Area May 4 

North Texas Area May 4 

Tres Rios Area April 25-26 

Trinity-Brazos Area May 4 

 

 

CCSW Regional Assembly 
 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE for Regional Assembly! 
We will meet as a region "For Such a 
Time as This" on October 25-26, 2014, at 
Cypress Creek Christian Church in Spring, 
Texas. The Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins will 
be our guest preacher.  

A New Season for CCSW 
by Rev. Coretha Loughridge, CCSW Acting Regional Minister and President 
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