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     We hope you will join us for a wonderful 
time of renewing old friendships and making 
new ones, of learning more about just who 
we are as a Regional Church “For Such a 
Time as This”! Your Assembly Planning 
Team is hard at work to make this a great 
event for the entire family, and there will be 
something for everyone. Registration begins 
on-site Saturday at 1:00 pm, with an 
afternoon of workshops and exhibits. Supper 
will be served on site that evening, to be 
followed by a concert and worship, with the 
Rev. Dr. Katie Hays as guest preacher. 
Sunday morning all attendees are 
encouraged to attend worship with any of the 
local Coastal Plains Area congregations. 
There will be lunch available at Cypress 
Creek, followed by more workshops, our 
Business Meeting, and worship with Rev. Dr. 
Sharon Watkins as the guest preacher. 

     Four workshop tracks will be offered: 
Congregational Transformation, Worship, 
Youth and Children (for leaders of youth and 
children), and Justice & Mission. Youth 
activities will be offered for those in grades 
6-12, and they will be involved in the totality 
of the Assembly, including worship 
participation. Children’s activities are being 
planned, and a nursery will be available as 
well. 

     Registration fees are as follows: 
$40 per person 
$20 for seminarians and volunteers 
$10 per meal 
$60 per youth (grades 6-12, includes meals) 

     Be watching for additional updates in the 
weeks ahead; we hope to have online 
registration available by August 1.   

 

Quadrennial Assembly:  
Southwest Style 

The Southwest Region was well represented 
at the Quadrennial Assembly last week. 
Here are just a few photos from QA 2014.  
 

 

Rilda Scarborough, of the Southwest 

Region, was recognized as an Unsung 
SHEroe at QA. This a special recognition of 
women in congregations and regions who 
serve “backstage” without 
much notice.  Congratulations, Rilda!  

 

Melissa Hovey was a speaker on the “big 

stage” at Quadrennial 2014, as she shared 
her experiences with her Woman-to-Woman 
Worldwide trip to China! 

 

  

Two of our younger women participating in 
the March Against Human Trafficking 
through the streets of downtown 
Atlanta, Caytie Clark and Lindsey Rawlins. 

 

Adonna Bowman, Shelia Spencer, and 
Melanie Holtz, at QA 2014 

 
 

 

A recent letter to the Southwest Good 
Samaritan Ministries Board is shared below. 

Dear Members of the SWGSM Board: 

These have been very stressful weeks here 
in the Rio Grande Valley Area. With the 
arrival of thousands of undocumented 
children, some by themselves, some 
accompanied, others abandoned. 
Personally, I have received countless phone 
calls from desperate mothers trying to find 
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information about their children. One mother 
has been calling for the last two weeks, more 
than fifteen times trying to find information 
about her four year son and her six year 
daughter.  We have yet to find them, thus 
you can imagine the desperation and the 
anguish of this mother! 

I also want to inform you that I have been in 
conversation with our dear Brother Johnny 
Wray, of Week of Compassion, who has 
shown great interest in our situation. 
Although we are not authorized to house 
minors, least give them refuge, we have had 
many adult s asking for our help. 

Week of Compassion has responded to our 
request for help with $6,000 for food and 
$10,000 for assistance with the political 
refugees. There have been some 20 to 40 
daily arrivals of political refugees, mostly 
from Cuba, in the last few weeks. 

They have escaped Cuba in makeshift rafts 
via Honduras/BlizeMexico, others via 
Ecuador in dangerous journeys through 
Central American jungles across Colombia, 
Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, 
Guatemala, Mexico – Matamoros to 
Brownsville Texas. The stories they tell are 
horrible!  

I also would like to ask for your prayers for 
my 97-year old Mother in Cuba, whose 
health has turned for the worst. 

With deep gratitude for your accompaniment 
and prayers. 

Your Brother, 

Feliberto Pereira 
Founder and Director 

 
 

 

Communications (Below) Shared by 
Rev. Dr. Sharon Stanley-Rea, Director 
Refugee & Immigration Ministries 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

in the United States and Canada 
(202) 957-7826 (cell) 
sstanley@dhm.disciples.org 
www.discipleshomemissions.org 

Here's little note from one of our sisters in El 
Paso: 

Our struggle continues here as we try to 
meet the needs of the immigrants day by 
day. Sunday was a rather quiet day; Doris 
and I spent about 3 hours at Nazareth, doing 
menial but necessary tasks and for me an 
opportunity to talk to the families 
(women/children) and learn about their 
particular situations. They were from 
Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador, 
relating some of the stories we've heard 
before - victims of violence, extortion, 
poverty and limited resources in their 
countries. All the ones I spoke with had a 
destination in mind with a relative or friend. 
The people are being moved fast though 
new people show up when least expected. 
Yesterday about 112 new ones arrived and 
today two busloads unannounced. I was told 
that there were about 200 total and this 
number was reduced to 100 in no time. 
Some are being deported immediately now 
and some detained, others sent out with a 
court hearing date as they go to their 
families. Volunteers are being requested 
from parishes and ACTS groups and seem 
to be responding. Do pray for them and for 
us! Blessings and much Love, 

And one from our sisters in 
Brownsville/Harlingen- front lines: 

Today we went to Equal Voice and we will 
be making a statement for Thursday when 
Perry, the Governor, will come down and 
have a hearing and then the public is also 
invited to come to a meeting at 3 pm at the 
university. We hope to go to both of these if 
at all possible. Also, we will check the 
Brownsville shelter because I think that is not 
too good, and they are in need of volunteers; 
they take them 4 to 6 hour periods and give 
them to one family to explain everything to 
them as they go from station to station; also 
they are thinking of setting one up in 
Harlingen; don't know where yet. Also, 
people have been great in volunteering and 
now some volunteers are getting sick; 
therefore, more and different volunteers are 
needed. I did ask the attorney in our group 
this morning if they need attorneys, and he 
said he was going to let me contact some 
person who is in charge of that, and he has 
not yet sent me her name but I will give it to 
you as soon as I get it. It is all pro bono. 
There is still lots to do but will keep you 
informed.  

Kind Regards, 

Sr Mary Ellen Lacy D.C. 

Dream to serve the Poor; dare to promote 
the common good; ache to be useful to God; 
make some difference to His Poor that you 
have lived at all. or die, trying. 

 

 

CCSW Deadlines and Dates 

 July 15 (Tues) - Documentation 
deadline for candidates wishing to 
be considered for a September 
interview with Regional Committee 
on Ministry 

 July 21-26 (Mon-Sat) - Christian 
Youth Leadership Symposium 
(CYLS) 

 August 17-18 (Sun-Mon) - Regional 
Council at Northway Christian 
Church in Dallas 

 September 15-17 (Mon-Wed) -
Regional Committee on Ministry at 
University Christian Church in Fort 
Worth  

 September 19-21 (Fri-Sun) - 
Southwest Region Annual Men's 
Retreat at Lake Brownwood 
Christian Retreat in Brownwood, 
Texas 

 October 25-26 (Sat-Sun) - 
Southwest Regional Assembly at 
Cypress Creek Christian Church in 
Spring, Texas.  

 November 26 (Wed) - 
Documentation deadline for 
candidates wishing to be considered 
for a January interview with 
Regional Committee on Ministry 

 

 

Please share this Southwest Region Update 
with others so they will know what is 
happening around the Southwest Region. A 
link to sign up to receive this Update directly 
is available on the Southwest 
Region website at ccsw.org on the 
Information and Links page under the 
heading of "Keeping in Touch." Links to prior 
issues are also available there to print out 
and distribute to friends who do not have 
email. If you have suggestions on future 
topics or ministries to feature, email them to 
the Southwest Region office at 
ccsw@ccsw.org.  
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