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On January 1, 2014, the CPA began a new era of ministry as Peggy Edge joined our staff as the Area Minister.  

A clergy luncheon on January 9
th

 brought together 35 ministers from across the CPA to welcome her.  She will 

be installed at the CPA Area Assembly in Huntsville on May 4.  Andra Moran will be the guest artist and 

speaker for the worship.  Worship will begin at 4:00 p.m. at First Christian Church in Huntsville. 

 

A Youth Ministry Training event will be held on February 25.  Stephanie Caro will keynote the event at 

Bethany Christian Church.   

 

The Congregational Vitality Ministry team of the CPA plans an Enneagram workshop facilitated by Suzanne 

Stabile.  The date of the event is pending her recovery from emergency spine surgery.  The mission of the 

CVM team is to support pastors and church leaders as they lead area churches to remain viable and vital in 

the face of changing demographics, generational shifts and cultural trends.  We are blessed to have Margaret 

Maat provide leadership to this visionary group.   

 

The Area Committee on Ministry, under the leadership of John Callison, supports the Commissioned 

Ministers through monthly Practice of Ministry meetings.  On March 8 a Healthy Boundaries workshop will be 

offered at The Woodlands Christian Church in The Woodlands.  Interview dates have been set for renewal of 

commissions. 

 

The Disciples Oaks camp, jointly operated by the CPA and BBA, recently held a Long Range Planning Retreat, 

facilitated by Carol Cabbiness.  Great vision was supported by action plans to further develop the camp to 

support its mission, to provide a safe and welcoming place for all people where God’s transforming presence 

is made real, by developing exceptional accommodations, activities and programs. 

 

The Regional Assembly planning team, under the leadership of Judy Dalton, is at work making plans to host 

the CCSW Assembly on October 25-26 at Cypress Creek Christian Church.  Sharon Watkins will be the 

speaker.  We hope Disciples from all across the CCSW will come!  In addition, the worship service will be 

made available through the internet! 

 

Grace and peace, 

 

Peggy Edge 

Area Minister 
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The Northeast Area is still alive and well, and continuing to find ways to provide effective 

ministry as financial resources continue to shrink; these are certainly challenging times, but I 

also see them as times of beginning anew, laying everything on the table, and not saying those 

seven last words of the church:  “We’ve never done it this way before!” 

 

The Area Council graciously agreed to allow me to begin my work with them on a half-time 

basis as of January 1
st
, in order to allow me to offer my services to the Region on a half-time 

basis.  Most of my time is spent in the Tyler office; thanks to technology, Bonnie Schuler and I 

can communicate and plan via email, text, and phone.  I do come to the Fort Worth location 3-4 

days per month to be available for meetings, consultations, etc.  So, I am very grateful to the 

people of the Northeast Area for being so understanding, and for their commitment to the larger 

church! 

 

Since our last Regional Council meeting, the NEA has celebrated the ordination of Rev. Jerald 

Nelson at Clark Street Christian Church, Greenville, on December 1
st
, 2013.  And we have 

celebrated the installation of Rev. Phillip Dukes as pastor of Crestview Christian Church in 

Greenville.  This Sunday we will be installing Rev. Kern Railsback as senior minister of First 

Christian Church in Athens.  We continue to work in conjunction with NTA and TBA with our 

commissioned minister education program, which has worked well in its first year, and we will 

continue for another year.  The students appreciate the flexibility of two dates and locations to 

choose from for each class. 

 

We were saddened when First Christian Church of Nacogdoches voted to leave the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ), after the 2013 General Assembly.  We wish them Godspeed in their 

new journey.  There is a small group of Disciples in Nacogdoches who still wish to maintain a 

Disciples presence, so I have been in contact with them and we are working through a period of 

discernment in what our next steps should be. 

 

Currently, the following congregations are in the search and call process: 

 ~ First Christian Church, Tyler – associate with primary responsibility for  

  Contemporary Worship and Youth Ministry; 

 ~ First Christian Church, Henderson – senior minister; 

 ~ First Christian Church, Jacksonville – senior minister. 

Rev. Skip Ericson will be retiring from Jacksonville the end of this month; Rev. Trey 

Kellenberger and his family have moved back to the Metroplex to be closer to family. 

 

And finally, we are excited to welcome Rev. Tiff Austin Williams on board at Disciples 

Crossing as the new Director of Programming!  She will begin her ministry in mid-March. 
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ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND GLOBAL VISION 

 

Harris College of Nursing & Health Sciences is positioning itself to become a leader in the nation’s rapidly 
evolving health care system. Aiding that transformation will be an addition to the Annie Richardson Bass 
Building and renovation of existing space, both featuring the latest technology. The addition will be completed 
in August 2014, while the renovation will be complete in December 2014. 
 
In the repurposed Mary Couts Burnett Library, a new multimedia, technology-enhanced environment will 
provide almost unlimited access to information. Even more important, this access will be balanced by a person-
driven focus on how to understand information and data and transform it into knowledge and sound judgment. 
Work began in December. 
 
The College of Communication now has a new name and is now known as the Bob Schieffer College of 
Communication. Mr. Schieffer ’59 is one of the nation’s most prominent broadcast journalists. April 9 marks 
the 10th anniversary of the Schieffer Symposium, which brings prominent media figures such as Bob 
Woodward and Peggy Noonan to TCU to be interviewed by Mr. Schieffer.  CBS Evening News with Scott 
Pelly will be broadcast live from campus that night. 
 

 

 

STUDENT AND CAMPUS COMMUNITY 
Class of 2018 - A vital element in creating a world class university experience is the recruitment of outstanding 
students from around the world, as well as the most diverse population possible.  The 1,950 highly qualified 
members of the Class of 2017 were selected from about 18,500 applicants. For the first time ever, students of 
color comprise 20 percent of the incoming class. Last spring total enrollment was at 9725 students with 8456 
undergraduates and 1269 graduate students.  
 
 
Career Conference – TCU Career Services held its annual Career Conference Saturday January 25th at the 
Brown Lupton University Union. 340 students enjoyed a day full of career workshops, panels and motivational 
speakers. Topics included Cracking the Hidden Job Market, Job Offer and Salary Negotiations, Maximizing 
Internships, Utilizing LinkedIn for Professional Success, Benefits 101 and How to Succeed in a Multi-Cultural 
Work Place. In addition to the workshops the Career Conference had a Resource Fair that featured 
organizations that help students successfully transition into life after graduation.  Professional headshots were 
also offered to students to use on their LinkedIn profile.  The Career Conference was an invaluable day of 
learning for TCU Students that will continue to keep them ahead of the curve today and in their future. !
 
 

R U OK Campaign - TCU was awarded a $243,982 grant to extend the suicide prevention initiative on 
campus by U.S. Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services Administration. The Garrett Lee Smith Memorial 
Campus Suicide Prevention Grant will support the counseling center’s HOPE Initiative by trying to prevent 
suicide with mental health screenings, outreach, integrated clinical care and marketing. Suicide is the second 
leading cause of death among college students, according to the press release. Five TCU students 
have committed suicide in the last two years.  “We envision a campus where students are willing and know how 
to seek help for themselves and others and where everyone knows how to reach out to someone 
indistress,” said Linda Wolszon, the director of TCU’s Counseling, Testing and Mental Health Center.   
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PHYSICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
Annie Richardson Bass Building will feature classrooms with enhanced health care technology for Harris 
College of Nursing & Health Sciences. When construction is completed, a renovation project to upgrade 
52,000 square feet of existing space will begin.    
 
New Worth Hills Spaces  - A multi-purpose facility with room for 650 students and an outdoor amphitheater 
will anchor the Worth Hills Village that’s rising on south campus. The as yet unnamed structure should be 
ready by January of 2015. It is expected to have four dining options – Tex-Mex, a bistro, a grill and a grab-n-go 
market. Unlike Market Square, the facility will remain open once the food venue closes, so that students can 
continue to use the space. The Worth Hills community will eventually house 1,800 upper division and Greek 
students. 
 

 
 
SUPPORTING RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL LIFE ON CAMPUS 

 
Student Religious Communities - TCU officially recognized and supported a record-setting 24 religious 
student organizations on campus involving over 1800 students, 179 student leaders, and 28 affiliated campus 
ministers and staff. To build communication, community and collaboration among these groups, RSL 
convened the Council of Presidents, comprised of student leaders from each of these organizations.! 
 
Faith Acts Inaugural Lecture Series – John Allen, news correspondent for CNN, NCR and NPR as well as 
associate editor for the Boston Globe will be at TCU April 22nd talking about the role of Pope Francis is 
revolutionizing and challenging both the Catholic Church and faith communities locally this year, and the 
Pope’s commitment to encouraging lives of faith, service and justice.  
 
National Inspiring Action Award - The TCU chapter of Better Together, which works to bring together 
students of different faith traditions for dialogue, education and service won the National Interfaith youth 
Core’s Inspiring Action Award which if for chapters making a significant impact in their communities through 
service. “TCU showed us the importance of developing ongoing relationships in order to make a sustained 
impact on literacy in their community.”  
 
New Chaplaincy Staff – Rev. Allison Lanza joined the chaplaincy staff last fall, coming to us from Hillyer 
Memorial Christian Church in Raleigh, North Carolina and Vanderbilt Divinity School before that. Allison is a 
native Texan, active at Ridglea Christian Church and leading us in providing worship, retreat and other faith 
development opportunities while also focusing on programs that explore the ties between faith, service, social 
justice and values. Allison’s an avid Tex-Mex fan and loves being back in Texas with family nearby.  
 
 
 


